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SUBJECT: Soviet and Chinese Military Aid to 

North Vietnam 

' V 

• •.■ Per request, the following table g ive -r- estimator 

■ level j of Communist military assistance to North Vietnam 

•from 1970 through 197 4. Ait howl * , current information 

fl .> ~ 

on North Vietnam is tless comprehensive than in the 
past, particularly on the question of military aid, 


'..the figures i 


OSlz ~To JrC, /U ^ Z'^Ll/3 CUs 


rough order of magnitude. 


"••• ''-'The estimates of deliveries of ecuioment and materiel 
• r-y ••.•.' < . * 

.•J’Kt’i '•••.• ($275 million in 1974), as well as the estimate for 

' •'■. '.transportation equipment ($25 million in 1974), are 

* 0 1 

r • . 

>7--. ••••;. believed to.be fairly good. This is not true, however, 

.f° r those items listed under the "other military-related 

Ul /-V- S r «**>• * *• A 

‘' support" heading, whlre the lack of hard data makes the 
'estimates subject to much wider margins of error, 
i V Despite the limitation?, several conclusions can 
: be drawn with respect to the level^ of military aid 

&■*'■'*} '■ for the period 1970-1974. ;• 

i # v*. ; . (a) Total Communist military aid to North Vietnam 

' in 1974 was higher (in current dollars) than in any 
previous year except 1972. 
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ESTIMATED CCKMUMIS? MILIT;J>.Y_ 
ASSISTANCE TO NOHTH 
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military 
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Million Currer. 

. r i 

c US$£- 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

19 7 *5 '2./ 

2C5 

3 IS 

7 SO 

— “ 

' 320 

400 

1.50’ 

240 

565 

• ! h 

/' 230 
* 

275 ' 


: .;v. Air' Defense Equipment • 
•,>•'? Ground Forces Ecurnrr.er.r. • 
"'if:' Axmuniticn 


y-/< Other 


20 ' . 
45 

70 •-' 
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85 

310 
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(b) The suspension of US air borabardrr.er.t : 
at the bccrir.nino of 1973 _ brought -about a larea 
j s is tun cg rcr defense a^a»*»Sw sue.* *j t***.* *o a.. m<,>Iw ** •* * 
losses caused bv it (e.cr., air defense ecuip.te: 

Ln North Viet 
cocreasu in 
or to replace 
^ t* ; I7li C Z 11 Clj ) 

trucks, etc.). 


(c) The US c 
the' level cf best 
in a substantial 


c re cu 
3 were 


(d) In 197 
increased ever 


at relatively 


*■ The dollar 

figun 

•"'in 19 74 ia 

ccr,si * 

■•■‘■r.agcG voro 

chon t 

■ 'explains ih 

\c dif t 
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